
November 2024 is the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of Arlington-our Golden Jubilee!! 
We now begin Year 1 of preparation for our Jubilee. Theme for Year 1: “Do this in Memory of Me.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Eucharistic Miracle of Betania, Venezuela 

December 8, 1991 

The Eucharistic miracle of Betania, Venezuela occurred on the Feast of 

the Immaculate Conception in 1991. Father Otty Ossa Aristizábal was 

celebrating midnight Mass at the Shrine of Betania in Cúa, Venezuela. 

After consecrating the Eucharist, he fractured it into 4 parts and 

consumed one part. A witness saw a white-blue light pierce the chapel 

and illuminate the Host. When the priest looked at the paten, he saw 

that one part of the Host emitted a red substance that looked like blood emanating from a wound. 

Father Otty placed the bleeding Host in a Chalice and put it in the tabernacle.  When he checked 

on it the next morning, it was still bleeding.  He placed it in a monstrance to show the people 

coming to Mass.  Those present saw the Host bleeding and witnessed blood accumulating on the 

bottom of the monstrance. The bishop was notified the same day.   

Bishop Bello Ricardo of Los Teques sent the Host to Caracas for scientific examination. Findings 

concluded that the tissue was of human origin and of AB positive blood type. Two more studies 

were done on the Host with the same results. Upon these findings, Bishop Bello Ricardo approved 

the Eucharistic miracle in February of 1992. Because thousands of faithful came each year to see 

the Miraculous Host, the bishop relocated it to the convent of the Augustinian Recollect Sisters of 

the Heart of Jesus in Los Teques.  There, the Chapel of the Transfiguration of the Lord was built for 

perpetual adoration of the Bleeding Host and is open to the public. 

In 1998, Daniel Sanford from New Jersey traveled to Betania with a group of pilgrims. On 

November 13th they visited the Chapel of the Transfiguration in Los Teques. After Mass, the priest 

exposed the Eucharistic Miracle of the Bleeding Host.  Daniel videotaped it.  For about 30 seconds, 

the Host appeared surrounded by flames, pulsating and bleeding.   No one else saw this 

phenomenon. But Daniel’s video captured the episode and can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqsRDD6kXWY Daniel has vowed to evangelize the True Presence of Jesus 

in the Eucharist. 

"In the Mass the blood of Christ flows anew for sinners."  ~St. Augustine 

 

*View the display of the Miracle of Legnica, Poland in the vestibule. 

** Please pick up a Treasures of the Catholic Church Eucharistic Miracles brochure in the vestibule. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqsRDD6kXWY

