
St. Paul of the Cross 

 

Feast: October 19 (Universal Church) 20th (USA) 

Born: January 3, 1694 

Died:  October 18, 1775 

Beatified: May 1, 1853 by Pope Pius IX 

Canonized: June 29, 1867 by Pope Pius IX  

Paul Francis Danei was born to Luke and Anna Maria Massari Danei in Ovada, Italy in 1694. He was the 

second oldest of 16 children. His parents were very pious Catholics. The family moved a lot in an attempt 

to improve their economic condition.  Paul was sent to a school taught by Capuchin priests.  

At age 20, Paul joined the crusade in northeast Italy against the invading Muslim army. After less than a 

year, he returned home upon hearing God call him to religious life. While praying in church, Paul was 

overcome with an intense devotion to our Christ Crucified. He saw a vision of himself in a black tunic with 

a symbol displaying the words “Passion of Jesus” on a black heart. A white cross rested on top of the heart 

and nails from the Crucifixion were below the words.  Then the Blessed Mother appeared to Paul and urged 

him to form an order dedicated to the sufferings of her Son. A few months later, the order of Discalced 

Clerks of the Most Holy Cross and Passion was formed. Paul’s brother and a few others joined the order. 

They became known as the Passionists. They wore the black habit with the Passionist symbol as seen in his 

vision. In addition to vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, the Passionists take a 4th vow to preach 

about Christ’s suffering and man’s need for repentance. Poverty and mortification unite the Passionists 

more closely to the sufferings of Christ. 

The Passionists had only a few companions and some started to leave the order because the way of life was 

so strict. It took 17 years to form the first Passionist Monastery. After repeatedly being denied by the 

Vatican, Pope Benedict XIV approved the order around 1745. Paul’s intense desire to spread the devotion 

to the Passion of Christ finally met with success.  He founded retreat centers, parish missions and a 

Congregation of Passionist nuns.  

Paul became famous for his sermons as well as for his spiritual direction during Confessions because of his 

ability to read souls. His preaching was known to bring hardened criminals to their knees in repentance. 

Souls in Purgatory appeared to him, begging his prayers on their behalf. He was able to bilocate; 

committing acts of charity in two places at once. He miraculously raised a child from the dead. He cured 

the blind and the sick. Demons attacked him. Once, Jesus was heard speaking from the crucifix that St. 

Paul held in his arms. St. Paul of the Cross saw visions of Heaven, Hell and Purgatory. 

At age 81, St. Paul of the Cross died on October 18, 1775 on the Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist. For this 

reason, the Church celebrates the memorial of St. Paul of the Cross on the 19th. However, because the Holy 

North American Martyr feast day the 19th, the U.S. celebrates his memorial on the 20th.   

“The more deeply the cross penetrates, the better; the more deprived of consolation that your suffering is, the purer it 

will be; the more creatures oppose us, the more closely shall we be united to God.”  

~ St. Paul of the Cross 


