
 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his Apostles what it really means to be great: 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” He replied, “What do you wish (me) to do for you?” They answered him, “Grant that in 
your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what 
you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John. Jesus 
summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, 
whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the 
slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
(Mark 10:35–45, NAB) 

Here are a few principles we can deduce from this profound teaching of our Lord: 

1) The disciples were not to seek personal aggrandizement; rather, true greatness is measured by humble, sacrificial, service to others 
– being the servant and “slave of all.” St. Paul understood Jesus’ lesson: “For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.” (2 Corinthians 4:5) 

2) Where there is selfish ambition, self-aggrandizement, there is division. Notice, the other ten Apostles were “indignant at James and 
John” for seeking to be exalted above them.  

3) Where there is an attitude of humble service among people there is harmony. Jesus reunited his Apostles by gathering them and 
telling them to put aside contentious desires to appear superior and do the exact opposite – humbly treat others as your superiors 
and commit yourself to being a servant whose only desire is to edify and enrich the lives of others.  

Wherever these principles are embraced there is harmony, unity, joy, compassion, encouragement, love. St. Paul, through 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit summarizes beautifully Jesus’ teaching:  

“If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and 
mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. Do 
nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each 
looking out not for his own interests, but (also) everyone for those of others. Have among yourselves the same 
attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; 
and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,” (Philippians 2:1–
10, NAB). 

As we bend our knees today at the name of Jesus, may we be filled with his Spirit and may our attitudes toward one 
another be ever more like his – he did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many – this is 
the only road to true greatness.  

 


