
St. Isidore the Farmer 
 

Feast day:  May 15 

 

Born and Died:  1070-1130 

 

Patron: farmers, peasants, workers, rural communities, 

Spain (especially Madrid), and United States National 

Rural Life Conference 
 
Isidore was born very poor in Madrid, Spain.  His parents were unable to support him when he 
was very young.  He was sent to work for a wealthy landowner named John de Vergas.  He 
worked on this land for the rest of his life.   
 
Isidore married a very religious woman who also became a saint, Maria de la Cabeza.  They had 
one son. One day, the child fell into a deep well. While Isidore and Maria prayed fervently, the 
water in the well rose miraculously carrying the child up to safety. In gratitude, the parents 
vowed to live the rest of their married life in celibacy.  Their son died unexpectedly years later. 

Every morning before going to work, Isidore attended Mass in Madrid. One day his fellow-
laborers complained to their boss that he was always late for work because he attended Mass. 
John de Vergas confronted him.  Isidore explained: "Sir, it may be true that I am later at my 
work than some of the other laborers, but I do my utmost to make up for the few minutes 
snatched for prayer; I ask you to compare my work with theirs, and if you find I have defrauded 
you in the least, gladly will I make amends by paying you out of my private store." His 
employer said nothing, but remained suspicious. Determined to find out the truth, he rose one 
morning at daybreak and hid outside the church. He watched Isidore enter the church, and 
afterward, when the service was over, followed him to the fields.  He saw Isidore take the plow 
into a field, and was about to confront him when he saw a second plow drawn by white oxen 
moving up and down the furrows. Greatly astonished, he ran towards it, but the vision 
disappeared and he then saw only Isidore and his single-plow. When he inquired of Isidore 
about the second plow, Isidore replied in surprise: "Sir, I work alone and know of none save 
God to whom I look for strength."  

Isidore is said to have brought back to life the deceased daughter of John de Vergas and to have 
caused a fountain of fresh water to burst from the dry earth. 

Isidore loved the poor and loved animals.  One day, he brought home several beggars to share a 
meal.  His wife fed them all.  When more beggars arrived, she sadly told them there was no 
more food.  Isidore encouraged her to look in the pot again. By the grace of God, there was 
more food; enough to feed all. Isidore also miraculously multiplied food to feed a flock of 
starving birds.   

Isidore died May 15, 1130 at around age 60.  He is an example of a devout lay person, 
persevering through a very humble life.  He was not well educated and did not hold a high 
status.  Yet, he achieved sainthood by seeking righteousness. 


