
       St. Agnes of Montepulciano 

        Feast Day:  April 20 

       Born:  January 28, 1268 

       Died: April 20, 1317 

Canonized: 1726 by Pope Benedict XIII 

    Patron: 

Agnes de Segni was born in 1268 near Montepulciano, Italy to a wealthy family. At age 6, she 

announced she would consecrate her life to God. She continuously begged her parents to let her 

enter a convent. While passing a house of ill repute, crows flew from the brothel and attacked 

Agnes. The people with her saw this as a sign that demons were angry at Agnes who was so holy 

and would do great things for the glory of God. They prophetically postured that one day Agnes 

would convert those in the house from their licentious lifestyle. At age 9, she was allowed to join 

the Franciscan order for women, trading her fine linen for primitive clothes.  

Agnes was devoted to the Blessed Sacrament, fasted and was seen levitating in prayer. She had a 

vision of the Blessed Mother holding the Child Jesus who carried a small gold cross on a chain.  

Agnes was permitted to hold and embrace the Holy Infant. When the visitation was over, Agnes 

was left holding the small gold cross on the chain. In another vision, the Blessed Mother gave 

Agnes 3 stones upon which to build a convent.  

At age 14, Agnes became in charge of finances.   A year later, she was transferred to help 

establish a new Franciscan convent in Proceno. Upon its completion, she was made abbess. 

Because she was so young, she needed special dispensation from the bishop. All doubts about 

her being so young were erased the day of her consecration, when tiny white crosses showered 

down on the chapel and the people in it. She continued to have mystical experiences such as  

curing people of mental and physical illness and multiplying food in times of scarcity. She stayed 

in Proceno for 20 years. This was not the convent Our Lady had in mind for Agnes to build using 

the 3 stones.  The Lord called Agnes to join the Dominicans and build another convent in 

Montepulciano in 1306. 

Agnes negotiated with those in the brothel where the crows had attacked her as a child. After 

many battles and problems with construction, she procured the land and established Santa Maria 

Novella church and convent.   

Agnes was 49 years old when her health began to fail. While being treated in the village where 

there were healing pools, a child drowned.  Agnes restored the child to life. But her own health 

did not improve. She died April 20, 1317. St. Catherine of Siena visited her tomb. When she went 

to kiss Agnes’ foot, Catherine saw the foot rise to meet her. The body of St Agnes is incorrupt and 

exuded a sweet smelling liquid.  

“I found Him whom my soul loveth: I held him and I will not let Him 

go.” ~ St. Agnes 

St. Agnes’ body is incorrupt 


