
                      Pope St. Pius X 

                                                               Feast Day:  August 21 
                                                               Born: June 2, 1835 
                                                               Died:  August 20, 1914 
                                                               Beatified: June 3, 1951 
                                                               Canonized: May 29, 1954 
                                  Patron:  First Communicants, emmigrants                                                           
Born Giuseppe Sarto near Venice, Italy on June 2, 1835, St. Pius X was the oldest of nine children. His 

family was poor but very faithful.  Two of his sisters became nuns.  

Giuseppe was very intelligent. He wanted to be a priest since age 11.  After his father talked to the local 

priest, Giuseppe obtained a scholarship to a catholic high school. He graduated first in his class at age 

15. He then entered the seminary in Padua. Again, graduating first in his class at age 23.   

Fr. Giuseppe’s first assignment was pastor of a small church. He encouraged frequent reception of the 

Eucharist and began classes for the Catholic education for children and adults.  After nine years, Fr. 

Giuseppe was appointed pastor of Salzano. He founded more schools, and helped support the local 

hospital during the cholera outbreak.  He helped the poor farmers and ranchers of his community.  He 

was nicknamed Perptuum Mobile (Perpetual motion).  After nine years, he became Monsignor and 

spiritual director of the local seminary as well as chancellor of the diocese. After another nine years, at 

age 51, he was made Bishop of Mantua, a diocese with many problems. He attributed evil to ignorance of 

God and Scripture. He used curriculum based on St. Thomas Aquinas’ method for seminarians, replaced 

showy music with sacred music, revived Gregorian Chant for mass and turned a troubled diocese into a 

pious community. In 1893, Pope Leo XIII elevated Giuseppe to Cardinal of the Archdiocese of Venice.  

When Pope Leo XIII died in 1903, Cardinal Giuseppe Sarto reluctantly accepted the position of Pope. He 

took the name Pope Pius X, honoring the recent popes who had suffered so much.  Also, he aligned his 

views with those of Pope Pius IX speaking out against liberalism and modernism. As pope, he made 

improvements to liturgy and Canon law and sacred music. He even made time to instruct children. He 

lowered the age of receiving the Eucharist to age 7 (still in effect today) and promoted frequent 

communion saying it is not a reward for good behavior but an antidote to sin. He made personal visits to 

the sick and needy. Many attributed miraculous healings to Pope Pius X during his lifetime.  

Pope Pius X had prophetic dreams about WWI which began June 1914. He spoke against war and 

violence. As Europeans fled to North and South America, he supported them and helped form dioceses in 

the Americas. His own health began to decline. He offered his life as a sacrifice to lessen the devastation 

of the war.   He died August 20, 1914 at age 79.   

“Holy Communion is the shortest and safest way to Heaven.  There are others: innocence, but that is for 

little children; penance, but we are afraid of it; generous endurance of trials of life, but when they come, 

we weep and ask to be relieved.  The surest, easiest, shortest way is the Eucharist.” ~ Pope Pius X 

“The primary duty of charity does not lie in the toleration of false ideas.” ~ Pope Pius X 


