
“Great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” Jesus spoke these 
words to a Canaanite (i.e. Gentile) woman who implored His help on behalf 
of her daughter who was “tormented by a demon.” This encounter ended 
well—the woman’s daughter was healed; however, it did not begin well. 
This woman of great faith had to battle her way through great opposition 
before she reached her happy end. Consider her plight: 

1) She made her plea: “Have pity on me, Lord!” Jesus seems to ignore her.
2) Jesus’ disciples asked Him to “send her away.” Public opinion was: she is 
just being a nuisance; She is a gentile, not worthy to speak to Jesus. 
3) Despite this, she was not discouraged. She persisted, “Lord, help me.”
4) Jesus then apparently closed the proverbial door in her face: “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. . .. It is not right to take the 

food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” In other words, “I am not here to help you, you are not 
worthy of my help, go away!”

5) Then comes the priceless response which won Jesus’ praise, brought healing to her daughter, and 
unequivocally proved the “great faith” of this Canaanite woman: “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat 
the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” Note, she does not deny her unworthiness, she 
does not take offense, but continues to appeal to the mercy of her “master” for help.

What does this encounter teach us about the nature of faith? Let me offer a short list:

1) When there is a need, faith humbly and confidently brings that need to God.
2) When there is no immediate reply from God, faith perseveres and is not discouraged.
3) When others attempt to “send us away” from Jesus as the source of our healing, faith perseveres: 

“Lord, help me. Apart from you I can do nothing. Where else can I go, you have the words of eternal 
life!”

4) When deep down inside we have the sense that we are completely unworthy of God’s blessings, faith 
says, “Yes, it is true, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed!” In 
other words, faith places our trust in the wisdom and goodness of God not in our own worthiness or 
lack thereof—the object of faith is God, not ourselves!

Oh, how we would all love to hear Jesus speak to us: “Great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish!” 
Unfortunately, for faith to become “great faith” many purifications, crosses and obstacles must be patiently 
endured. Like “great love” or good wine, great faith requires time, perseverance, and patience in order to 
come to fruition. Our Holy Father, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, says it beautifully:

“Fruit and love belong together: The true fruit is the love that has passed through the Cross, through 
God’s purifications. . ..  Initial enthusiasm is easy. Afterward, though, it is time to stand firm, even along 
the monotonous desert paths that we are called upon to traverse in this life—with the patience it takes 
to tread evenly, a patience in which the romanticism of the initial awakening subsides, so that only the 
deep, pure Yes of faith remains. This is the way to produce good wine…. If the fruit we are to bear is 
love, its prerequisite is this “remaining,” which is profoundly connected with the kind of faith that 
holds on to the Lord and does not let go.” (Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth, p. 262.)

Is this not the profound lesson taught us by that humble, persistent, Canaanite woman of great faith?
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