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John Baptist de la Salle was born in France in 1651 to a noble family.  They were very wealthy 
and, in those days, only the rich could afford good education. By age 11 he committed his life to 
becoming a priest. He was expected to become an important and powerful figure in the church.  

His parents died when he was 20 and he became head of the family estate taking care of his six 
younger siblings. This did not stop him from pursuing a vocation as a priest. He was ordained in 
1678 and completed his doctorate in theology two years later.  

While working at a cathedral in Reims, he met a layman who founded four schools for poor 
boys.  He urged John Baptiste to help him.  Slowly, John Baptist got involved.  The teachers of 
these schools were barely literate themselves.  John Baptist began training the teachers. 
Eventually, he assumed leadership of this project, resigned his position at the Church, gave away 
his wealth, and established Brothers of the Christian Schools (De La Salle Christian Brothers).  

He was met with resistance from the Church as well as the educational establishment for the 
wealthy.  They were against teaching the poor and opposed free education. 

In 40 years, De La Salle and his Brothers established a network of schools throughout France. 
They taught in French instead of Latin, grouped students according to ability, taught religion as 
well as secular subjects, and had well-trained teachers.  They even had Sunday classes for 
working men and the very first institution for delinquent youth in France.  

John Baptist was compassionate, mild mannered and respectful to all, especially the poor who 
were looked down upon by society.  He wrote many spiritual and educational books that 
continue to inspire Christian teachers today. 

He died at age 68 on Good Friday April 7, 1719.  Quotes of St. John Baptist de la Salle: 

“Prepare a path for God so that he may enter your heart.” “God has chosen you to make Him 
known to others.” 
 
“Read the Gospel often with great attention and affection, and let it be your chief study to put 
into practice.” 



“The more you give to God, the more he will bless you.” 
 
 


